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1°* Week.
Dates: January 4 to 10, 2015
Reading Assignment: Pages 7- 10.7

Chap. 1 - God's Call to Service
Depending on Human Agents

As His representatives among men, God does not choose angels who have never fallen, but
human beings, men of like passions with those they seek to save. Christ took humanity that He
might reach humanity. A divine-human Saviour was needed to bring salvation to the world. And
to men and women has been committed the sacred trust of making known "the unsearchable
riches of Christ."- The Acts of the Apostles, p. 134.

Look upon the touching scene. Behold the Majesty of heaven surrounded by the twelve whom
He has chosen. He is about to set them apart for their work. By these feeble agencies, through His

18.

"Send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon." Thus God gave evidence of His regard for the
gospel ministry and for His organized church. The angel was not commissioned to tell Cornelius
the story of the cross. A man subject, even as the centurion himself, to human frailties and

Apostles, p. 134.
The angel sent to Philip could himself have done the work for the Ethiopian, but this is not

Apostles, p. 109.

"We have this treasure," the apostle continued, "in earthen vessels, that the excellency of
the power may be of God, and not of us." God could have proclaimed His truth through sinless
angels, but this is not His plan. He chooses human beings, men compassed with infirmity, as
instruments in the working out of His designs. The priceless treasure is placed in earthen vessels.
Through men His blessings are to be conveyed to the world. Through them His glory is to shine
forth into the darkness of sin. In loving ministry they are to meet the sinful and the needy, and lead
them to the cross. And in all their work, they are to ascribe glory, honor, and praise to Him who is
above all and over all.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 330.

[t was the Saviour's purpose that after He ascended to heaven to become man's intercessor,
His followers should carry on the work that He had begun. Shall the human agent show no special
interest in giving the light of the gospel message to those who sit in darkness? There are some who
are willing to go to the ends of the earth in order to carry the light of truth to men, but God
demands that every soul who knows the truth shall seek to win others to the love of the truth. If
we are not willing to make special sacrifices in order to save souls that are ready to perish, how

In His wisdom the Lord brings those who are seeking for truth into touch with fellow beings

who know the truth. It is the plan of Heaven that those who have received light shall impart it to
those in darkness. Humanity, drawing its efficiency from the great Source of wisdom, is made the
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instrumentality, the working agency, through which the gospel exercises its transforming power

As His representatives among men, Christ does not choose angels who have never fallen,
but human beings, men of like passions with those they seek to save. Christ took upon Himself
humanity, that He might reach humanity. Divinity needed humanity; for it required both the
divine and the human to bring salvation to the world. Divinity needed humanity, that humanity
might afford a channel of communication between God and man.—The Desire of Ages, p. 296.
With almost impatient eagerness the angels wait for our co-operation; for man must be the
channel to communicate with man. And when we give ourselves to Christ in whole-hearted
devotion, angels rejoice that they may speak through our voices to reveal God's love.--The Desire
of Ages, p. 297.

We must be laborers together with God; for God will not complete His work without human

Every true disciple is born into the kingdom of God as a missionary. He who drinks of the
living water becomes a fountain of life. The receiver becomes a giver. The grace of Christ in the
soul is like a spring in the desert, welling up to refresh all, and making those who are ready to

God expects personal service from every one to whom He has entrusted a knowledge of the
truth for this time. Not all can go as missionaries to foreign lands, but all can be home

Christ was standing only a few steps from the heavenly throne when He gave His
commission to His disciples. Including as missionaries all who should believe on His name, He
said, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”" God's power was to go

one who professes Christ. We are debtors to the world for the grace given us of God, for the light
which has shone upon us, and for the discovered beauty and power of the truth. —Testimonies,
vol. 4, p. 53.

Everywhere there is a tendency to substitute the work of organizations for individual effort.
Human wisdom tends to consolidation, to centralization, to the building up of great churches and
institutions. Multitudes leave to institutions and organizations the work of benevolence; they
excuse themselves from contact with the world, and their hearts grow cold. They become self-
absorbed and unimpressible. Love for God and man dies out of the soul. Christ commits to His

poor, the giving of the gospel to the lost, is not to be left to committees or organized charities.

Individual responsibility, individual effort, personal sacrifice, is the requirement of the gospel.—
The Ministry of Healing, p. 147.
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Every one who has received the divine illumination, is to brighten the pathway of those who

To every one work has been allotted, and no one can be a substitute for another. Each one
has a mission of wonderful importance, which he cannot neglect or ignore, as the fulfillment of it
involves the weal of some soul, and the neglect of it the woe of one for whom Christ died.—
Review and Herald, Dec. 12, 1893.

We should all be workers together with God. No idlers are acknowledged as His servants.
The members of the church should individually feel that the life and prosperity of the church are
affected by their course of action. -—-Review and Herald, Feb. 15, 1887.

Every soul whom Christ has rescued is called to work in His name for the saving of the lost.
This work had been neglected in Israel. It is not neglected today by those who profess to be

Questions to Ponder- January 10, 2015

1. Who does God use to proclaim his Good News?
2. Why does he use Human elements in the Gospel Commission?
3. Who can be a Missionary under the Plan of God?

4. What great tendency is taking place to substitute the Individual effort?
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2" Week.
Dates: January 11 to 17, 2015
Reading Assignment: Pages 11- 15.3

It is the privilege of every Christian, not only to look for, but to hasten the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. —Christ's Object Lessons, p. 69.

He who becomes a child of God should henceforth look upon himself as a link in the chain
let down to save the world, one with Christ in His plan of mercy, going forth with Him to seek and
save the lost.~-The Ministry of Healing, p. 105.

All may find something to do. None need feel that there is no place where they can labor for
Christ. The Saviour identifies Himself with every child of humanity. -The Ministry of Healing, p.
104.

Those who have united with the Lord in the covenant of service are under bonds to unite
with Him in the great, grand work of soul-saving.-—-Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 19.

So vast is the field, so comprehensive the design, that every sanctified heart will be pressed

Men are instruments in the hand of God, employed by Him to accomplish His purposes of
grace and mercy. Each has his part to act; to each is granted a measure of light, adapted to the
necessities of his time and sufficient to enable him to perform the work which God has given him
to do.~ The Great Controversy, p. 343.

Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take possession of the whole church, so that

When He sent forth the twelve and afterward the seventy, to proclaim the kingdom of God,
He was teaching them their duty to impart to others what He had made known to them. In all His
work, He was training them for individual labor, to be extended as their numbers increased, and
eventually to reach to the uttermost parts of the earth.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 32.

Not upon the ordained minister only, rests the responsibility of going forth to fulfill this
commission. Every one who has received Christ is called to work for the salvation of his fellow

The real character of the church is measured, not by the high profession she makes, not by
the names enrolled upon the church book, but by what she is actually doing for the Master, by the
number of her persevering, faithful workers. Personal interest, and vigilant, individual effort will
accomplish more for the cause of Christ than can be wrought by sermons or creeds.-~Review and
Herald, Sept. 6, 1881.

Wherever a church is established, all the members should engage actively in missionary
work. They should visit every family in the neighborhood, and know their spiritual condition.--
Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 296.

The members of the church are not all called to labor in foreign lands, but all have a part to
act in the great work of giving light to the world. The gospel of Christ is aggressive and diffusive.
In the day of God not one will be excused for having been shut up to his own selfish interests.
There is work for every mind and for every hand. There is a variety of work, adapted to different

He has intrusted you with sacred truth; Christ abiding in the individual members of the
church is a well of water springing up into everlasting life. You are guilty before God if you do not
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We are not, as Christians, doing one-twentieth part that we might do in winning souls to
Christ. There is a world to be warned, and every sincere Christian will be a guide and an example
to others in faithfulness, in cross-bearing, in prompt and vigorous action, in unswerving fidelity

Aug. 23, 1881.

So far as his opportunities extend, every one who has received the light of truth is under the
same responsibility as was the prophet of Israel to whom came the word, "Son of man, I have set
thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at My mouth, and
warn them from Me."-Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 19, 20.

To every one who becomes a partaker of His grace, the Lord appoints a work for others.
Individually we are to stand in our lot and place, saying, "Here | am; send me." Upon the minister
of the word, the missionary nurse, the Christian physician, the individual Christian, whether he
be merchant or farmer, professional man or mechanic,~ the responsibility rests upon all. It is our

work to reveal to men the gospel of their salvation. Every enterprise in which we engage should

When the master of the house called his servants, he gave to every man his work. The whole
family of God are included in the responsibility of using their Lord's goods. Every individual, from
the lowest and most obscure to the greatest and most exalted, is a moral agent endowed with
abilities for which he is accountable to God.--Bible Echo, June 10, 1901.

Combined Christian Forces
Brethren and sisters in the faith, does the question arise in your hearts, "Am [ my brother's
keeper?" If you claim to be children of God, you are your brother's keeper. The Lord holds the

Sketches, p. 291.

The Saviour has given His precious life in order to establish a church capable of ministering
to the suffering, the sorrowful, and the tempted. A company of believers may be poor,
uneducated, and unknown; yet in Christ they may do a work in the home, in the community, and

Healing, p. 106.
Enfeebled and defective as it may appear, the church is the one object upon which God
bestows in a special sense His supreme regard. It is the theater of His grace, in which He delights

Some one must fulfill the commission of Christ; some one must carry on the work which He
began to do on earth; and the church has been given this privilege. For this purpose it has been

p. 295.

He calls upon the church to take up their appointed duty, holding up the standard of true
reform in their own territory, leaving the trained and experienced workers to press on into new
fields.~-Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 292.

The Thessalonians believers were true missionaries.. . . Hearts were won by the truths

It was at the ordination of the twelve that the first step was taken in the organization of the
church that after Christ's departure was to carry on His work on the earth.--The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 18.

God's church is the court of holy life, filled with varied gifts, and endowed with the Holy
Spirit. The members are to find their happiness in the happiness of those whom they help and
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bless. Wonderful is the work which the Lord designs to accomplish through His church, that His
Our work is plainly laid down in the Word of God. Christian is to be united to Christian,
church to church, the human instrumentality co-operating with the divine, every agency to be
subordinated to the Holy Spirit, and all to be combined in giving to the world the good tidings of
Our churches are to co-operate in the work of spiritual tilling, with the hope of reaping by
and by. . .. The soil is stubborn, but the fallow ground must be broken up, the seeds of
righteousness must be sown. Pause not, teachers beloved by God, as though doubtful whether to
The church is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was organized for service,
and its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. From the beginning it has been God's plan that
through His church shall be reflected to the world His fullness and His sufficiency. The members
of the church, those whom He has called out of darkness into His marvelous light, are to show
Let no church think it is too small to exert an influence and do service in the great work for
this time.
Go to work, brethren. It is not alone the large camp-meetings or conventions and councils
that will have the especial favor of God; the humblest effort of unselfish love will be crowned with

His blessings, and receive its great reward. Do what you can, and God will increase your ability.-
Review and Herald, March 13, 1888.

Questions to Ponder January 17, 2015

1. What is God'’s strategy to evangelize the world?

2. How is the real Character of a church measured by?

3. Is poverty and illiteracy a limitation to preach the Good News?
4. Where are Church members to find their happiness in?

5. What is God'’s promise to our humblest efforts in spreading the Gospel?
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34 Week.
Dates: January 18 to 24, 2015
Reading Assignment: Pages 15.4- 19.2

Witnesses
We are Christ's witnesses, and we are not to allow worldly interests and plans to absorb our

"Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord. . .. I have declared, and have saved, and I have showed,
when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye are My witnesses." "I the Lord have called
thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a
covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the

Apostles, p. 10.

The people of the world are worshiping false gods. They are to be turned from their false
worship, not by hearing denunciation of their idols, but by beholding something better. God's
goodness is to be made known. "Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God."- Christ's
Object Lessons, p. 299.

All who would enter the city of God must during their earthly life set forth Christ in their
dealings. It is this that constitutes them the messengers of Christ, His witnesses. They are to bear
a plain, decided testimony against all evil practices, pointing sinners to the Lamb of God, who
taketh away the sin of the world.-—-Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 23.

The disciples were to go forth as Christ's witnesses, to declare to the world what they had
seen and heard of Him. Their office was the most important to which human beings had ever been
called, second only to that of Christ Himself. They were to be workers together with God for the

The divine Teacher says: My Spirit alone is competent to teach and to convict of sin.
Externals make only a temporary impression upon the mind. [ will enforce truth on the
conscience, and men shall be My witnesses, throughout the world asserting My claims on man's

Our confession of His faithfulness is Heaven's chosen agency for revealing Christ to the
world. We are to acknowledge His grace as made known through the holy men of old; but that
which will be most effectual is the testimony of our own experience. We are witnesses for God as
we reveal in ourselves the working of a power that is divine. Every individual has a life distinct
from all others, and an experience differing essentially from theirs. God desires that our praise
shall ascend to Him, marked by our own individuality. These precious acknowledgments to the
praise of the glory of His grace, when supported by a Christlike life, have an irresistible power,

God cannot display the knowledge of His will and the wonders of His grace among the
unbelieving world, unless He has witnesses scattered all over the earth. It is His plan that those
who are partakers of this great salvation through Jesus Christ, should be His missionaries, bodies
of light throughout the world, to be as signs to the people, living epistles, known and read of all
men, their faith and works testifying to the near approach of the coming Saviour, and showing
that they have not received the grace of God in vain. The people must be warned to prepare for

As they [the disciples] meditated upon His pure, holy life, they felt that no toil would be too
hard, no sacrifice too great, if only they could bear witness in their lives to the loveliness of
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Christ's character. O, if they could but have the past three years to live over, they thought, how
differently they would act! If they could only see the Master again, how earnestly they would
strive to show Him how deeply they loved Him, and how sincerely they sorrowed for having ever
grieved Him by a word or an act of unbelief! But they were comforted by the thought that they
were forgiven. And they determined that, so far as possible, they would atone for their unbelief by
bravely confessing Him before the world.--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 36.

The two restored demoniacs were the first missionaries whom Christ sent to preach the
gospel in the region of Decapolis. For a few moments only, these men had been privileged to hear
the teachings of Christ. Not one sermon from His lips had ever fallen upon their ears. They could
not instruct the people as the disciples who had been daily with Christ were able to do. But they
bore in their own persons the evidence that Jesus was the Messiah. They could tell what they
knew; what they themselves had seen, and heard, and felt of the power of Christ. This is what
every one can do whose heart has been touched by the grace of God. John, the beloved disciple,
wrote: "That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; ... that which
we have seen and heard declare we unto you." As witnesses for Christ, we are to tell what we
know, what we ourselves have seen and heard and felt. If we have been following Jesus step by
step, we shall have something right to the point to tell concerning the way in which He has led us.
We can tell how we have tested His promise, and found the promise true. We can bear witness to
what we have known of the grace of Christ. This is the witness for which our Lord calls, and for

Channels of Light and Blessing

We are to be consecrated channels, through which the heavenly life is to flow to others. The
Holy Spirit is to animate and pervade the whole church, purifying and cementing hearts.-
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 20.

Every follower of Jesus has a work to do as a missionary for Christ, in the family, in the
neighborhood, in the town or city where he lives. All who are consecrated to God are channels of
light. God makes them instruments of righteousness to communicate to others the light of truth.-
Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 632.

The result of the work of Jesus, as He sat, weary and hungry, at the well, was widespread in
blessing. The one soul whom He sought to help became a means of reaching others and bringing
them to the Saviour. This is ever the way that the work of God has made progress on the earth.
Let your light shine, and other lights will be kindled.-—Gospel Workers, p. 195.

Many have an idea that they are responsible to Christ alone for their light and experience,
independent of His recognized followers on earth. Jesus is the friend of sinners; and His heart is
touched with their woe. He has all power, both in heaven and on earth; but He respects the
means that He has ordained for the enlightenment and salvation of men; He directs sinners to the

As the rays of the sun penetrate to the remotest corners of the globe, so God designs that
the light of the gospel shall extend to every soul upon the earth. If the church of Christ were
fulfilling the purpose of our Lord, light would be shed upon all that sit in darkness and in the

It is the privilege of every soul to be a living channel through which God can communicate
to the world the treasures of His grace, the unsearchable riches of Christ. There is nothing that
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Christ desires so much as agents who will represent to the world His Spirit and character. There
is nothing that the world needs so much as the manifestation through humanity of the Saviour's
love. All heaven is waiting for channels through which can be poured the holy oil to be a joy and
blessing to human hearts.— Christ's Object Lessons, p. 419.

The glory of the church of God is in the piety of its members; for there is the hiding of
Christ's power. The influence of the sincere children of God may be esteemed as of little worth,
but it will be felt throughout time, and rightly revealed in the day of reward. The light of a true
Christian, shining forth in steadfast piety, in unwavering faith, will prove to the world the power
of a living Saviour. In His followers Christ will be revealed as a well of water, springing up into
everlasting life. Although scarcely known to the world, they are acknowledged as God's peculiar
people, His chosen vessels of salvation, His channels whereby light is to come to the world.
Review, March 24, 1891.

Questions to Ponder January 24, 2015
1. What is the most important office to which human beings have been called?
2. What is the most effective argument to present the Gospel?

3. What is the world’s greatest need?

4. Where is the glory of God'’s church in?
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4™ Week.
Dates: January 25 to 31, 2015
Reading Assignment: Pages 19.3- 22.3

Church members, let the light shine forth. Let your voices be heard in humble prayer, in
witness against intemperance, the folly and the amusements of this world, and in the
proclamation of the truth for this time. Your voice, your influence, your time,~all these are gifts
from God, and are to be used in winning souls to Christ.- Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 38.

[ have been shown that the disciples of Christ are His representatives upon the earth; and
God designs that they shall be lights in the moral darkness of this world, dotted all over the
country, in the towns, villages, and cities, "a spectacle unto the world, to angels, and to man."
Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 631.

The followers of Christ are to be the light of the world; but God does not bid them make an
effort to shine. He does not approve of any self-satisfied endeavor to display superior goodness.
He desires that their souls shall be imbued with the principles of heaven; then, as they come in
contact with the world, they will reveal the light that is in them. Their steadfast fidelity in every

When, in the midst of his blind error and prejudice, Saul was given a revelation of the Christ
whom he was persecuting, he was placed in direct communication with the church, which is the
light of the world. In this case, Ananias represents Christ, and also represents Christ's ministers
upon the earth, who are appointed to act in His stead. In Christ's stead, Ananias touches the eyes
of Saul, that they may receive sight. In Christ's stead, he places his hands upon him, and as he
prays in Christ's name, Saul receives the Holy Ghost. All is done in the name and by the authority

Apostles, p. 122.

Error is prevailing everywhere. The great adversary of souls is mustering his forces. He is
setting every device in operation in order to confuse the minds of men with specious errors, and
thus destroy souls. Those with whom God has intrusted the treasures of His truth are to let the

God requires His people to shine as lights in the world. It is not merely the ministers who
are required to do this, but every disciple of Christ. Their conversation should be heavenly. And
while they enjoy communion with God, they will wish to have intercourse with their fellow men,
in order to express by their words and acts the love of God which animates their hearts. In this
way they will be lights in the world, and the light transmitted through them will not go out or be

Christ's followers should be instruments of righteousness, workmen, living stones, emitting
light, that they may encourage the presence of heavenly angels. They are required to be channels,
as it were, through which the spirit of truth and righteousness shall flow.—Testimonies, vol. 2, pp.
126,127.

The Lord has made His church the repository of divine influence. The heavenly universe is
waiting for the members to become channels through which the current of life shall flow to the
world, that many may be converted, and in their turn become channels through which the grace
of Christ shall flow to the desert portions of the Lord's vineyard.- Bible Echo, Aug. 12, 1901.

Every one who is connected with God will impart light to others. If there are any who have

Sketches, p. 291.
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God has appointed His children to give light to others, and if they fail to do it, and souls are
left in the darkness of error because of their failure to do that which they might have done, had
they been vitalized by the Holy Spirit, they will be accountable to God. We have been called out of

and Herald, Dec. 12, 1893.

All who are consecrated to God will be channels of light. God makes them His agents to
communicate to others the riches of His grace. . .. Our influence upon others depends not so
much upon what we say, as upon what we are. Men may combat and defy our logic, they may
resist our appeals; but a life of disinterested love is an argument they cannot gainsay. A
consistent life, characterized by the meekness of Christ, is a power in the world.--The Desire of
Ages, pp. 141, 142,

Those who should have been the light of the world have shed forth but feeble and sickly
beams. What is light? It is piety, goodness, truth, mercy, love; it is the revealing of the truth in the
character and life. The gospel is dependent on the personal piety of its believers for its aggressive
power, and God has made provision through the death of His beloved Son, that every soul may be
thoroughly furnished unto every good work. Every soul is to be a bright and shining light, showing
forth the praises of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. "We are
laborers together with God." Yes, laborers; that means doing earnest service in the vineyard

It is in working for others that they will keep their own souls alive. If they will become
colaborers with Jesus, we shall see the light in our churches steadily burning brighter and

Sketches, p. 291.

"Ye are the light of the world." The Jews thought to confine the benefits of salvation to their
own nation; but Christ showed them that salvation is like the sunshine. It belongs to the whole
world.~The Desire of Ages, p. 306.

Hearts that respond to the influence of the Holy Spirit are the channels through which God's
blessing flows. Were those who served God removed from the earth, and His Spirit withdrawn
from among men, this world would be left to desolation and destruction, the fruit of Satan's
dominion. Though the wicked know it not, they owe even the blessings of this life to the presence,
in the world, of God's people whom they despise and oppress. But if Christians are such in name
only, they are like the salt that has lost its savor. They have no influence for good in the world.
Through their misrepresentation of God they are worse than unbelievers.—The Desire of Ages, p.
306.

Questions to Ponder January 31, 2015
1. What is the most effective way to “shine” in this world?
2. What could be the reason why we are unable to share the light of Gospel?

3. What is the number one condition to be a channel of light?

4. In practical terms, what is the light?
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