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The Divine Commission

The work which the disciples did, we also are to do. Every Christian is to be a missionary. In
sympathy and compassion we are to minister to those in need of help, seeking with unselfish
earnestness to lighten the woes of suffering humanity.—The Ministry of Healing, 104.{ChS 22.4}

Before ascending to heaven, Christ gave His disciples their commission. He told them that
they were to be the executors of the will in which He bequeathed to the world the treasures of
eternal life.—The Acts of the Apostles, 27.{ChS 22.5}

In the trust given to the first disciples, believers in every age have shared. Every one who
has received the gospel has been given sacred truth to impart to the world. God’s faithful people
have always been aggressive missionaries, consecrating their resources to the honor of His name,
and wisely using their talents in His service.—The Acts of the Apostles, 109. {ChS 22.6}

The gospel commission is the great missionary charter of Christ’s kingdom. The disciples
were to work earnestly for souls, giving to all the invitation of mercy. They were not to wait for
the people to come to them; they were to go to the people with their message.—The Acts of the
Apostles, 28.{ChS 23.1}

God’s messengers are commissioned to take up the very work that Christ did while on this
earth. They are to give themselves to every line of ministry that He carried on. With earnestness
and sincerity, they are to tell men of the unsearchable riches and the immortal treasure of
heaven.—Testimonies for the Church 9:130.{ChS 23.2}

The commission given to the disciples is given also to us. Today, as then, a crucified and
risen Saviour is to be uplifted before those who are without God and without hope in the world.
The Lord calls for pastors, teachers, and evangelists. From door to door His servants are to
proclaim the message of salvation. To every nation, kindred, tongue, and people the tidings of
pardon through Christ are to be carried. Not with tame, lifeless utterances is the message to be
given, but with clear, decided, stirring utterances. Hundreds are waiting for the warning to
escape for their lives. The world needs to see in Christians an evidence of the power of
Christianity. Not merely in a few places, but throughout the world, messages of mercy are
needed.—Gospel Workers, 29.{ChS 23.3}

When Jesus ascended to heaven, He committed His work on earth to those who had
received the light of the gospel. They were to carry the work forward to completion. He has
provided no other agency for the promulgation of His truth. “Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature.” “And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” This
solemn commission reaches us in this age. God leaves with His church the responsibility of
receiving or rejecting it.—Historical Sketches, 288.{ChS 23.4}

Upon us is laid a sacred charge. The commission has been given us: “Go ye therefore, and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever [ have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Matthew 28:19, 20, margin. You are dedicated to
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the work of making known the gospel of salvation. Heaven’s perfection is to be your power.—
Testimonies for the Church 9:20, 21.{ChS 24.1}

Called From Common Walks of Life

The common people are to take their place as workers. Sharing the sorrows of their fellow
men as the Saviour shared the sorrows of humanity, they will by faith see Him working with
them.—Gospel Workers, 38.{ChS 24.2}

In all fields, nigh and afar off, men will be called from the plow and from the more common
commercial business vocations that largely occupy the mind, and will be educated in connection
with men of experience. As they learn to labor effectively, they will proclaim the truth with
power. Through most wonderful workings of divine providence, mountains of difficulty will be
removed, and cast into the sea. The message that means so much to the dwellers upon the earth,
will be heard and understood. Men will know what is truth. Onward and still onward the work
will advance, until the whole earth shall have been warned; and then shall the end come.—
Testimonies for the Church 9:96.{ChS 24.3}

God can and will use those who have not had a thorough education in the schools of men. A
doubt of His power to do this, is manifest unbelief; it is limiting the omnipotent power of the One
with whom nothing is impossible. O for less of this uncalled-for, distrustful caution! It leaves so
many forces of the church unused; it closes up the way, so that the Holy Spirit cannot use men; it
keeps in idleness those who are willing and anxious to labor in Christ’s lines; it discourages from
entering the work many who would become efficient laborers together with God, if they were
given a fair chance.—Gospel Workers, 488, 489.{ChS 24.4}

[t is the privilege of every soul to make advancement. Those who are connected with Christ
will grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Son of God, to the full stature of men and women.
If all who claim to believe the truth had made the most of their ability and opportunities to learn
and to do, they would have become strong in Christ. Whatever their occupation,—whether they
were farmers, mechanics, teachers, or pastors,—if they had wholly consecrated themselves to
God, they would have become efficient workers for the heavenly Master.—Testimonies for the
Church 6:423.{ChS 25.1}

Those in the church who have sufficient talent to engage in any of the various vocations of
life, such as teaching, building, manufacturing, and farming, generally should be prepared to labor
for the upbuilding of the church by serving on committees or as teachers in Sabbath schools,
engaging in missionary labor, or filling the different offices connected with the church.—The
Review and Herald, February 15, 1887.{ChS 25.2}

Questions to Ponder- February 7, 2015

1. What is God's Faithful People main Characteristic?

2. In the Gospel Mission, what is God’s Promise to overcome obstacles?
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2" Week.
Dates: February 8 to 14, 2015
Reading Assignment: Pages 25.3- 15.3

For the carrying on of His work, Christ did not choose the learning or eloquence of the Jewish
Sanhedrin or the power of Rome. Passing by the self-righteous Jewish teachers, the Master Worker
chose humble, unlearned men to proclaim the truths that were to move the world. These men He
purposed to train and educate as the leaders of His church. They in turn were to educate others,
and send them out with the gospel message. That they might have success in their work, they were
to be given the power of the Holy Spirit. Not by human might or human wisdom was
the gospel to be proclaimed, but by the power of God.—The Acts of the Apostles, 17.{ChS 25.3}

Among those to whom the Saviour had given the commission, “Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations,” were many from the humbler walks of life, —men and women who had learned to love
their Lord, and who had determined to follow His example of unselfish service. To these lowly
ones, as well as to the disciples who had been with the Saviour during His earthly ministry, had
been given a precious trust. They were to carry to the world the glad tidings of salvation through
Christ.—The Acts of the Apostles, 105, 106.{ChS 25.4}

The Life That Wins

It is not only by preaching the truth, not only by distributing literature, that we are to
witness for God. Let us remember that a Christlike life is the most powerful argument that can be
advanced in favor of Christianity, and that a cheap Christian character works more harm in the
world than the character of a worldling.—Testimonies for the Church 9:21.{ChS 26.1}

Not all the books written can serve the purpose of a holy life. Men will believe, not what the
minister preaches, but what the church lives. Too often the influence of the sermon preached
from the pulpit is counteracted by the sermon preached in the lives of those who claim to be
advocates of truth.—Testimonies for the Church 9:21.{ChS 26.2}

The life of Christ was an ever-widening, shoreless influence, an influence that bound Him to
God and to the whole human family. Through Christ, God has invested man with an influence that
makes it impossible for him to live to himself. Individually we are connected with our fellow men,
a part of God’s great whole, and we stand under mutual obligations. No man can be independent
of his fellow men; for the well-being of each affects others. It is God’s purpose that each shall feel
himself necessary to others’ welfare, and seek to promote their happiness.—Christ’s Object
Lessons, 339.{ChS 26.3}

The religion of the Bible is not to be confined between the covers of a book, nor within the
walls of a church. It is not to be brought out occasionally for our own benefit, and then to be
carefully laid aside again. It is to sanctify the daily life, to manifest itself in every business
transaction and in all our social relations.—The Desire of Ages, 306, 307.{ChS 26.4}

It is the purpose of God to glorify Himself in His people before the world. He expects those
who bear the name of Christ to represent Him in thought, word, and deed. Their thoughts are to
be pure and their words noble and uplifting, drawing those around them nearer the Saviour. The
religion of Christ is to be interwoven with all that they do and say. Their every business
transaction is to be fragrant with the presence of God.—Testimonies for the Church 9:21.{ChS
26.5}

Let the business man do his business in a way that will glorify his Master because of his
fidelity. Let him carry his religion into everything that is done, and reveal to men the Spirit of
Christ. Let the mechanic be a diligent and faithful representative of Him who toiled in the lowly
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walks of life in the cities of Judea. Let every one who names the name of Christ so work that man
by seeing his good works may be led to glorify his Creator and Redeemer.—The Bible Echo, June
10, 1901.{ChS 27.1}

Women as Missionaries

Women as well as men can engage in the work of hiding the truth where it can work out
and be made manifest. They can take their place in the work at this crisis, and the Lord will work
through them. If they are imbued with a sense of their duty, and labor under the influence of the
Spirit of God, they will have just the self-possession required for this time. The Saviour will reflect
upon these self-sacrificing women the light of His countenance, and this will give them a power
that will exceed that of men. They can do in families a work that men cannot do, a work that
reaches the inner life. They can come close to the hearts of those whom men cannot reach. Their
work is needed. Discreet and humble women can do a good work in explaining the truth to the
people in their homes. The Word of God thus explained will do its leavening work, and through
its influence whole families will be converted.—Testimonies for the Church 9:128, 129.{ChS 27.2}

All who work for God should have the Martha and the Mary attributes blended,—a
willingness to minister, and a sincere love of the truth. Self and selfishness must be put out of
sight. God calls for earnest women workers, workers who are prudent, warm-hearted, tender,
and true to principle. He calls for persevering women, who will take their minds from self and
their personal convenience, and will center them on Christ, speaking words of truth, praying with
the persons to whom they can obtain access, laboring for the conversion of souls.—Testimonies
for the Church 6:118.{ChS 27.3}

The sisters can work efficiently in obtaining subscribers for our periodicals, in this way
bringing the light before many minds.—The Review and Herald, June 10, 1880.{ChS 28.1}

There are noble women who have had moral courage to decide in favor of the truth from the
weight of evidence. They have conscientiously accepted the truth. They have tact, perception, and
good ability, and will make successful workers for their Master. Christian women are called
for.—The Review and Herald, December 19, 1878.{ChS 28.2}

Our sisters can serve as vigilant workers in writing, and drawing out the true feelings of
friends who have received our papers and tracts... Women of firm principle and decided
character are needed, women who believe that we are indeed living in the last days, and that we
have the last solemn message of warning to be given to the world.... These are the ones whom
God can use in the tract and missionary work.... These can in many ways do a precious work for
God in scattering tracts and judiciously distributing the Signs of the Times.—The Review and
Herald, December 19, 1878.{ChS 28.3}

Questions to Ponder February 14, 2015

1. What is more dangerous to the Cause of God:
a. A Weak Christian Character
b. Worldly people’s opposition

2. What type of women are valuable in God’s work?
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34 Week.
Dates: February 15 to 21, 2015
Reading Assignment: Pages 28.4- 31.3

I do not recommend that woman should seek to become a voter or an office holder; but as a
missionary, teaching the truth by epistolary correspondence, distributing tracts and soliciting
subscribers for periodicals containing the solemn truth for this time, she may do very much.—
The Review and Herald, December 19, 1878.{ChS 28.4}

If there were twenty women where now there is one, who would make this holy mission
their cherished work, we should see many more converted to the truth.—The Review and Herald,
January 2, 1879.{ChS 28.5}

Women who can work are needed now, women who are not self-important, but meek and
lowly of heart, who will work with the meekness of Christ wherever they can find work to do for
the salvation of souls.—The Review and Herald, January 2, 1879.{ChS 28.6}

Hundreds of our sisters might be at work today if they would. They should dress
themselves and their children with simplicity, in neat and durable garments, free
from adornment, and devote the time they have spent in needless display to missionary work.
Letters may be written to friends at a distance. Our sisters may meet together to consult as to the
best manner of labor. Money can be saved to present as an offering to God, to be invested in
papers and tracts to send to their friends. Those who are now doing nothing should go to work.
Let each sister who claims to be a child of God feel indeed a responsibility to help all within her
reach.—The Review and Herald, December 12, 1878.{ChS 28.7}

Our sisters have been too willing to excuse themselves from bearing responsibilities which
require thought and close application of the mind; yet this is the very discipline they need to
perfect Christian experience. They may be workers in the missionary field, having a personal
interest in the distribution of tracts and papers which correctly represent our faith.—The Review
and Herald, December 12, 1878.{ChS 29.1}

Sisters, do not become weary of vigilant missionary labor. This is a work that you may all
engage in successfully, if you will but connect with God. Before writing letters of inquiry, always
lift up your heart to God in prayer, that you may be successful in gathering some wild branches
which may be grafted into the true vine, and bear fruit to the glory of God. All who with humble
hearts take part in this work, will be continually educating themselves as workers in the vineyard
of the Lord.—The Review and Herald, June 10, 1880.{ChS 29.2}

Chapter 2—The Call to Young People

Divine Appointment

The Lord has appointed the youth to be His helping hand.—Testimonies for the Church
7:64.{ChS 30.1}

With such an army of workers as our youth, rightly trained, might furnish, how soon the
message of a crucified, risen, and soon-coming Saviour might be carried to the whole world!—
Education, 271.{ChS 30.2}

We have an army of youth today who can do much if they are properly directed and
encouraged. We want our children to believe the truth. We want them to be blessed of God. We
want them to act a part in well-organized plans for helping other youth. Let all be so trained that
they may rightly represent the truth, giving the reason of the hope that is within them, and
honoring God in any branch of the work where they are qualified to labor.—General Conference
Daily Bulletin, January 29, 1893.{ChS 30.3}
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Youth in Church Work

Youthful talent, well organized and well trained, is needed in our churches. The youth will
do something with their overflowing energies. Unless these energies are directed into right
channels, they will be used by the youth in a way that will hurt their own spirituality, and prove
an injury to those with whom they associate.—Gospel Workers, 211.{ChS 30.4}

When the youth give their hearts to God, our responsibility for them does not cease. They
must be interested in the Lord’s work, and led to see that He expects them to do something to
advance His cause. It is not enough to show how much needs to be done, and to urge the youth to
act a part. They must be taught how to labor for the Master. They must be trained, disciplined,
drilled, in the best methods of winning souls to Christ. Teach them to try in a quiet, unpretending
way to help their young companions. Let different branches of missionary effort
be systematically laid out, in which they may take part, and let them be given instruction and
help. Thus they will learn to work for God.—Gospel Workers, 210. {ChS 30.5}

In Earliest Years

Let the kindness and courtesy of the minister be seen in his treatment of children. He
should ever bear in mind that they are miniature men and women, younger members of the
Lord’s family. These may be very near and dear to the Master, and, if properly instructed and
disciplined, will do service for Him, even in their youth.—Testimonies for the Church 4:397,
398.{ChS 31.1}

Let not the youth be ignored; let them share in the labor and responsibility. Let them feel
that they have a part to act in helping and blessing others. Even the children should be taught to
do little errands of love and mercy for those less fortunate than themselves.—Testimonies for the
Church 6:435.{ChS 31.2}

Parents should teach their children the value and right use of time. Teach them that to do
something which will honor God and bless humanity is worth striving for. Even in their early
years they can be missionaries for God.—Christ’s Object Lessons, 345.{ChS 31.3}

Questions to Ponder February 21, 2015

1. Give your thoughts about this statement: “ | do not recommend that woman should
seek to become a voter or an office holder; but as a missionary...”

2. What needs to be done with our “Army of Youth”, so that they may be successful in the
Gospel Commission?

3. How should we treat the children in our churches?
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4™ Week.
Dates: February 22 to 28, 2015
Reading Assignment: Pages 31.4- 34.2

Future Before Youth

Many a lad of today, growing up as did Daniel in his Judean home, studying God’s word and
His works, and learning the lessons of faithful service, will yet stand in legislative assemblies, in
halls of justice, or in royal courts, as a witness for the King of kings.—Education, 262.{ChS 31.4}

Timothy a Mere Youth When Chosen

Paul saw that Timothy was faithful, steadfast, and true, and he chose him as a companion in
labor and travel. Those who had taught Timothy in his childhood were rewarded by seeing the
son of their care linked in close fellowship with the great apostle. Timothy was a mere youth
when he was chosen by God to be a teacher; but his principles had been so established by his
early education that he was fitted to take his place as Paul’s helper. And though young, he bore
his responsibilities with Christian meekness.—The Acts of the Apostles, 203, 204. {ChS 31.5}

Reserves to Fill Up the Ranks

The burden-bearers among us are falling in death. Many of those who have been foremost in
carrying out the reforms instituted by us as a people, are now past the meridian of life, and are
declining in physical and mental strength. With the deepest concern the question may be asked,
Who will fill their places? To whom are to be committed the vital interests of the church when the
present standard-bearers fall? We cannot but look anxiously upon the youth of today as those
who must take these burdens, and upon whom responsibilities must fall. These must take up the
work where others leave it, and their course will determine whether morality, religion, and vital
godliness shall prevail, or whether immorality and infidelity shall corrupt and blight all that is
valuable.—Gospel Workers, 68.{ChS 32.1}

Pioneers in Toil and Sacrifice

We must manifest confidence in our young men. They should be pioneers in every
enterprise involving toil and sacrifice, while the overtaxed servants of Christ should be cherished
as counselors, to encourage and bless those who strike the heaviest blows for God.—Counsels to
Parents, Teachers, and Students, 516, 517.{ChS 32.2}

Young men are wanted. God calls them to missionary fields. Being comparatively free from
care and responsibilities, they are more favorably situated to engage in the work than are those
who must provide for the training and support of a large family. Furthermore, young men can
more readily adapt themselves to new climates and new society, and can better endure
inconveniences and hardships. By tact and perseverance, they can reach the people where they
are.—Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, 517.{ChS 32.3}

Many young men who have had the right kind of education at home are to be trained for
service, and encouraged to lift the standard of truth in new places by well-planned and faithful
work. By associating with our ministers and experienced workers in city work, they will gain the
best kind of training. Acting under divine guidance, and sustained by the prayers of their more
experienced fellow workers, they may do a good and blessed work. As they unite their labors
with those of the older workers, using their youthful energies to the very best account, they will
have the companionship of heavenly angels; and as workers together with God, it is their
privilege to sing and pray and believe, and work with courage and freedom. The confidence and
trust that the presence of heavenly agencies will bring to them and to their fellow workers, will
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lead to prayer and praise and the simplicity of true faith.—Testimonies for the Church
9:119. {ChS 32.4}

Lines of Work

There are many lines in which the youth can find opportunity for helpful effort. Companies
should be organized and thoroughly educated to work as nurses, gospel visitors, and Bible
readers, as canvassers, ministers, and medical missionary evangelists.—Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, and Students, 546.{ChS 33.1}

We should educate the youth to help the youth; and as they seek to do this work, they will
gain an experience that will qualify them to become consecrated workers in a larger sphere.—
Testimonies for the Church 6:115.{ChS 33.2}

Young men and women should be educated to become workers in their own neighborhoods
and in other places. Let all set their hearts and minds to become intelligent in regard to the work
for this time, qualifying themselves to do that for which they are best adapted.—Testimonies for
the Church 9:118, 119.{ChS 33.3}

Secret of Success

Follow on, young men, to know the Lord, and you will know that “His going forth is
prepared as the morning.” Seek constantly to improve. Strive earnestly for identity with the
Redeemer. Live by faith in Christ. Do the work He did. Live for the saving of the souls for whom He
laid down His life. Try in every way to help those with whom you come in contact.... Talk with
your Elder Brother, who will complete your education, line upon line, precept upon precept, here
a little and there a little. A close connection with Him who offered Himself as a sacrifice to save a
perishing world, will make you acceptable workers.—Testimonies for the Church 6:416. {ChS
33.4}

Organize for Service

Young men and young women, cannot you form companies, and, as soldiers of Christ, enlist
in the work, putting all your tact and skill and talent into the Master’s service, that you may save
souls from ruin? Let there be companies organized in every church to do this work.... Will the
young men and young women who really love Jesus organize themselves as workers, not only for
those who profess to be Sabbath keepers, but for those who are not of our faith?—The Signs of
the Times, May 29, 1893.{ChS 34.1}

Let young men and women and children go to work in the name of Jesus. Let them unite
together upon some plan and order of action. Cannot you form a band of workers, and have set
times to pray together and ask the Lord to give you His grace, and put forth united action?—
Youth'’s Instructor, August 9, 1894.{ChS 34.2}

Questions to Ponder February 28, 2015

1. Mention some of the advantages of using Youth as Missionaries?

2. What is the Secret of Success for the Youth?
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