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BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

Unseen but real,

... atoms make themselves known to scientists by their
behavior. The effects of that behavior are seen, real, and predict-
able. Atomic theory made possible the dreadful atomic bombs that
were unleashed on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945.

Likewise, although none of us has seen electrons, we fully believe that they exist.
Because electricians follow the rules dictated by the same atomic theory, we have heat
and light and other conveniences in our homes. The fact that the unseen is real and
powerful validates ...

Our Searc For GOD

1. How has God made Himself known to us?

“Since the creation of the world [God’s] invisible attributes are clear-

ly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His F 4

eternal power and Godhead.” “The heavens declare the glory of

God; and the firmament shows His handiwork” (Romans 1:20; \
Psalm 19:1). Just as the atomic bomb confirms the atomic the-

ory, and a simple light bulb confirms Thomas Edison’s practical

genius, so nature confirms the presence of an intelligent Creator. T A. Edison
Despite the degeneration of our abused world, nature tells us about the One who

made it. The melodious warbling of the birds at sunrise, the morning dew on the

fragrant and delicately tinted flowers, and the glorious sunset tell us of the Cre-
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ator’s sense of beauty, symmetry, and order. The stately mountains, the mighty
rivers, and nature’s cycles tell us about His power and ingenuity. An animal’s care
for its young tells us of God’s loving care for living things. These marvels did not
just happen, just as a light bulb did not evolve from nothing. A great heart of love
formed nature’s wonders for us to enjoy.

. What extraordinary qualities does God possess?

“He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords,
who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has
seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power.” “For | am God, and
there is no other; | am God, and there is none like Me” (1 Timothy 6:15-16; Isaiah
46:9-10). God is the immortal source of life and the Creator of all that exists. This
quality distinguishes Him from all other beings.

. What are we told about the Godhead?

“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through
their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in You; that
they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.” “For
there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Spirit; and these three are one” (John 17:20-21; 1 John 5:7). The Saviour did not
intend for human beings to cease to be individuals and become carbon copies of
others. Rather, He knows we can be effective only as we are connected with Him
and one another by the eternal principles of truth and love. The three members
of the Godhead are perfectly united in purpose and divine love, yet they are three
distinct persons making up one God.
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4. But why doesn’t God ever appear to us?

Just like fire and water, good and evil cannot coexist.
Whichever is greater will annihilate the other. This is
why evil men crucified the sinless Son of God. This
is why God told Moses, “There shall no man see Me,
and live” (Exodus 33:20). God is holy, but humans
are sinful. Wherever sin is found, God is “a con-
suming fire” (Hebrews 12:29). His brightness and
purity would destroy us. Furthermore, even if the all-
powerful God could appear to us (without our beingl
destroyed by His brightness), we might be terrifie
into believing and obeying Him. But all s of
force are contrary to His nature. God
have a choice.

The good news is that His great plan of deliverance
from sin will, one day, enable us to physically see
God. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall
see God” (Matthew 5:8).

5. What is God like, physically and mentally?

“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, ac-
cording to Our likeness’ (Genesis 1:26). The Bible
tells us that God sees, hears, smells, and speaks,
just as we do. Yet He is infinitely superior. God said,
“My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your
ways My ways. For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and
My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9).

6. What other outstanding characteristics does He
possess?
“The Lord passed before [Moses] and proclaimed,
‘The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth,
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin’” (Exodus 34:6-7).

7. Can we speak with God? If so, ho
dress Him?
“In this manner, therefore, pray: Ou
en.” "As a father pities his children,
those who fear Him” (Matthew 6:9;
God wants us to think of Him as a lo
we can approach in prayer without



Who showed us what God is like?

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God.... And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth.” “No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son,
who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him” (John 1:1-2, 14, 18).
Because man can’t see God, Jesus (the Word) came in human flesh to acquaint us
with Divinity. While on earth, as He went about doing good, in every thought, word,
and act, Jesus revealed God to everyone. He said, “He who has seen Me has seen
the Father” (John 14:9).

What is the relationship between the Father and the Son?

“All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was
made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men” (John 1:3-4). Christ, then,
is the Creator, the Giver of life. He is fully God—"For in Him dwells all the fullness
of the Godhead bodily.” “God was manifested in the flesh” (Colossians 2:9; 1
Timothy 3:16). And He is equal with God. “[Christ] did not consider it robbery to
be equal with God” (Philippians 6:6).

10. What does Jesus’ name mean?

11.

“And she [Mary] will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He
will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus means “Saviour.” The
title “Christ” means “the Anointed One.” To be anointed means to be chosen by
God for a holy office.

Was Jesus’ decision to come to earth in human form a momentary impulse, or
was there a plan?

“He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world.” “But when the
fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son” (1 Peter 1:20; Galatians 4:4).
There was a divine plan, and Jesus came to this world exactly on schedule.'




2. Who is the Holy Spirit?
- “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters” (Genesis 1:2). The third
- person of the Godhead was present at creation. Speaking of the Spirit, Jesus said:

‘[ still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However,
then He, the Spirit of Truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; ... and He
il tell you things to come.” “And when He has come, He will convict the world
of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment” (John 16:12-14, 8). After Christ
ascended to heaven, the Holy Spirit has continued to guide the followers of Christ.

__‘i at i (.i‘ofi’s.attitude toward every one of us?
“For.l know the thoughts that | think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace
‘notorfevil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me andgo
ay.to"Me, and | will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when
U sear mm all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:12-13). God is available to =
everyone. “Herein /s love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His -4
-‘u prog at/cfn og.r sins” (1 John 4:10). “We love H/m,..hggguse HE i
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Still wondering about ...

THE VaLiDiTY oF FaitH INn Gop?

Can we reconcile evolution with a belief in God?

Some believers have attempted to do so by assuming that the days of creation were
one thousand years each or some other extended period. But several passages in
Genesis 1 say that each day had an evening and a morning.? e 25 QOther people
suggest that the first verse in the Bible was not part of the first day. However, the
Lord stated clearly that He created the heavens and the earth, the sea, and every-
thing else in six days.? ©er2e5 Objectively speaking, it takes more faith to believe
the theory of evolution than it does to believe in creation. Christian scientists who
believe in the Bible from the very first chapter are on the cutting edge of science
today. They show that the Biblical description of origins provides the best match for
the evidence found in the natural world, both inanimate and living.

Albert Einstein asked: “How could so great a symphony have no conductor?” And
“All I have seen,” said Ralph Waldo Emerson, “teaches me to trust the Creator for
all I have not seen.”

If God is loving and powerful, why are there so much evil and suffering in the world?
In Lesson 5 (“God’s Dilemma!”), let’s give the Bible a chance to instruct us about how
evil originated, what we can do about it now, and what God will ultimately do about it.

A COMPARISON OF THE DIVINE BEING WITH HUMAN BEINGS

The Divine Being is: Human Beings:

« the Creator, the Source of life  are His creatures, the recipients of life
 eternal (has no beginning orend) | = were conceived

* infinite (unlimited) * are limited by time, space, and so on
» immortal (not subject to death) e are mortal

* omnipotent (almighty) e have limited power

omniscient (all-knowing, all-seeing) | « have limited information

omnipresent (everywhere, always) | ¢ can be in only one place at a time

* infallible (unerring) e are sinners, imperfect

* goodness itself * are evil by nature

* love e can love only as we receive God’s
love
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Review QuesTions #

Please answer the following questions—and send them back so we can help you with
any misunderstandings. Note that multiple-choice questions may have more than one
correct answer. Circle the letters of all correct answers.

1. Atoms and electrons are invisible, yet we know they are real because ...
a) we see the effects of their behaviors.

b) their behaviors can be predicted.
c) we just know it.

2. “God is the immortal of life and !

the of all that exists. This quality

distinguishes Him from other heingy %

3. The Godhead includes ...

a) three divine persons who work together
in creation and redemption.

b) acommittee of seven gods who rul
universe.

c) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

4. Why does God not appear to us visibly?

a) Sin cannot exist in the presence
of a holy God.

b) If the all-powerful God could
appear to us (without our
being destroyed by His
brightness), we might be
terrified into believing
and obeying Him.

c) He prefers to keep us
wondering. —



5. God desires us to think of Him especially as ...
a) adignified stranger.

b)
c) aloving father.
d)

an absent father.

an impersonal force.

3
6. The best way to find out
what God is like is to ...

a) enrollin a philosophy
class.

b) find someone who
knows Him.

c) study His Word and
the life of Jesus.

7. Jesus is called ...
a) the Word.

b) the Saviour.
c) the Creator.

8. God...

a) wants to give us a
future and a hope.

b) loves us and sent Jesus to save us.
c) loves us because we love Him.

To receive your next free New Horizons Bible Correspondence Course lesson, include your name
and address on the lines below. Then cut along the dotted line on the right and fold, insert into an
envelope, and mail this answer sheet to the address below.

Name
Address
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Zip Code Country
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